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life, provided that the education of the people is immedi-
ately and thoroughly taken in hand, the crisis will have
been a blessing in disguise, and we shall lay the foundations
of a far sounder and safer edifice of rural prosperity.

Just as the law can neither make people sober nor
righteous, so it cannot make them either thrifty or per-
manently debt-free. It is no use, therefore, hoping for the
impossible from legislation.

The best the law can hope to do is to help those who want
to help themselves. Whatever law, therefore, is passed,
the need for education in its widest sense will remain in
order that the people, both capitalist and agriculturist, may
learn the proper use of capital and may learn to work
together and to use their capital, their brains and their
labour to develop the countryside and get the best out of
the land instead of wasting all their resources in futile
struggles with each other.

For the liquidation of past debts, in the Punjab as
elsewhere in the world the two parties must be invited and
encouraged to come together and make a settlement that
will enable both of them to continue business on satisfactory
terms with renewed confidence and mutual respect,
Government providing any legislation needed to make
things easier for them. Both parties are essential if the
best is to be got out of the land and the countryside is to
prosper, and any recriminations between them are like
^Esop's famous quarrel between the Belly and the
Members.

This process is already going on and has been legalized
in the Debt Conciliation Board Act. Mortgage banks have
not yet been able to take a hand in it and it appears to be
impossible for them to do so with safety under the law as it
stands in the Punjab.